GATHER
GROW
GO
A ministry of WHBC

Retreat Testimony
Scioto Hills Retreat Testimonial
The Scioto Hills Women’s Retreat has always
been a highlight for me. As a busy stay at home
mom, the opportunity to have two and a half
days out of the house is such a gift. I am always
refreshed and encouraged by the fellowship with
other ladies and the activities we do together.
The retreat includes a speaker with morning
and evening sessions, group devotional time,
personal devotional time, group activities, and of
course food!
The speaker each year has provided an
excellent challenge from God’s Word and given
me encouragement and conviction in my walk
with God. The group devotion time after the
session is an excellent opportunity as a group to
make some personal applications and go deeper.
It is the part of the retreat that allows for some
serious conversations that really bond us as a
group.
The group activities vary from adventurous
options such as zip lining to more crafty options
like floral arrangements. The camp posts sign ups
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and you write your name down next to the
activity you want to do. There is often time for
multiple activities during the afternoon. I love
how laid back the schedule is and how we are
each free to pick what speaks to us or we can
pick to take a nap.
My most favorite thing about the retreat by far
is the amazing food we eat during the weekend.
Scioto Hills goes against the “camp food”
stereotype and delivers the most delicious food.
Friday evening begins with a three course meal
served to us on linen table clothes. On Saturday I
always look forward to the large brunch after the
morning session. Each meal is delicious and in
between there are always snacks available to
grab anytime. No one goes hungry over the
weekend. And the best part is I didn’t have to
make it or clean it up. What more could a girl ask
for?
This retreat is first class I hope more ladies will
chose to experience what Scioto Hills has to offer
this year!

~Amanda Kwast
Continued on page 3

TITUS 2 MOMENT
Find your “why” and you’ll find your “way.” I was

thinking about this phrase recently, as I was sitting
down to think through what the Titus 2 groups will
look like this fall. I reflected on their original
purpose to help inform their future. I think the
purpose of these groups is two-fold:
•

Community - to belong, to be loved, to be
supported and encouraged, and to give these
things to others.
• Learning to live out God’s plan; accountability;
learning from other women’s experiences and
perspectives, as filtered through the lens of
God’s Word.
The second one brings to mind Proverbs 27:17.
“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens
another.” On the surface, we all get the gist of the
meaning here. But, have you ever really thought in
depth about this phrase and what the ancient
writers knew about iron-work—or more likely, what
the Lord guided them to figure
Iron can run the gambit of characteristics
thanks to a little thing called carbon. If iron is
relatively “pure,” having too little carbon, it is soft
and yielding—easily worked, but not very strong or
resistant. If there is too much carbon in the iron,
the result is a brittle and unworkable, but very hard
material. Ancient blacksmiths, through
experimenting with various techniques and
processes, figured out you could produce a tool
with a hard and durable surface.
With extensive use, the tool would wear down
to the softer under layer, and get dull. How do we
sharpen it again? Bring it in intentional contact with
other iron tools. The friction created by this contact
would be enough to sharpen (the heat altering the
carbon level) and shine it. If one of the irons has a
different texture, the iron could be sharpened even
better and faster than if the blades were exactly
the same. How cool is that!
Not only can we help encourage and restore

each other (sharpen each other) but our
differences (experiences, perspectives, age, etc.)
when brought together in God’s name, can yield
even more blessings!
After all, if a knife is blunt or dull, it’s still a knife,
although less effective and useful in its service.
We can get this way too—worn out and run down.
But a knife that has been sharpened will shine
brighter!
“And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the
more as you see the Day approaching.”
(Hebrews 10:24-25)

It is my prayer, that the Titus 2 groups create a
community of ladies who walk together in the
pursuit to live out God’s plan to further His
kingdom.

~ Sarah Bucher

TITUS 2 GROUPS
STARTING THIS FALL
“Small Changes for a Better Life”
by Elizabeth George
Meeting on Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 pm,
September 14—November 16
Facilitator: Sarah Bucher
****
“Intimate Faith”
by Jan Winebrenner
Meeting on Thursdays, 6:30-8:00 pm,
September 8—November 11
Facilitator: Erica Kwast

FALL BIBLE STUDIES

Continued from page 1

Exodus

Nehemiah:

by “She Reads Truth”

The Prayer for Rebuilding the Broken Pieces of Your Life

Join us for an 8-week study as we read the inspired
Word of God and journey through the book of Exodus,
following the Israelites on their journey out of Egypt
through the Red Sea, and into the Wilderness.
As we study, we will see how God not only delivered
His people from oppression (offering them salvation),
but how He also establishes them as a community of
His chosen people (giving them an identity) and
ultimately, making Himself known to His people
(inviting them into worship).
The same God that rescued His people from Egypt is
the same “I AM” that sees, hears, and knows us
today. No matter our season and no matter the
struggles we face, God is working for our good and
for His glory as we seek to trust, follow, obey, and
worship Him…awaiting our eternal deliverance and
our forever, Promised Land!
Facilitator: Jessica Buczek
Mondays, September 12—November 14
6:30-8:00 p.m. at WHBC, Adult Ed room 151
Book cost: TBD

The value of prayer can never be underestimated. We
know the necessity of it to grow in our relationship with
God, the importance of it in experiencing changes in
our hearts and minds to live more Christ-like, and the
power of it to transform an inaccurate self-focused,
worldly view. But what if we’re so broken, we don’t
have the strength to pray, let alone actually pick up, all
the broken pieces scattered around our feet.
Nehemiah demonstrates the power in prayer, the
purpose of intense, focused, and waiting prayer so that
we have the strength to put the “walls” back together.
As well, prayer strengthens us to do the work of
restoring the gates that keep the world on the outside,
while we worship and grow in Christ on the inside as
His “temple” filled with the Holy Spirit.
Teacher: Raelene Searle
Tuesdays, September 13—November 15
9:30-11:15 a.m. at WHBC, Dining Room
Childcare available
Book cost: TBD

SCIOTO HILLS WOMEN’S RETREAT

Rejuvenate
Ladies’ Retreat
September 9-11, 2022 @ Scioto Hills
Ladies, come enjoy a relaxing weekend away!
Throughout our time together, we will have entertaining activities, time to rest,
and amazing food! Our time will center around sessions that will challenge us
from God’s Word and encourage us to grow in our faith together.

2022 SPEAKER: CANDACE DOLPH
Friday - Sunday (5 meals, activities, sessions, lodging) $109.00
Click HERE for the registration link.
We’ll carpool as a group for even more fellowship time together!

PLANNING AHEAD—MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

**AUGUST**
Summer Fellowship and Game Night:
Join us for our last summer gathering to enjoy an evening of inspiration followed by an evening of snacks,
games, and fellowship!
Friday, August 12, 6:30 p.m. to ??? In the Dining Room.
Don’t forget to bring snacks and games. Drinks will be
provided!

Sharing from Lisa Poe: Recipe ideas and cooking

tips—then game time!

**SEPTEMBER**
Rejuvenate Women’s Retreat
September 9-11, 2022 at Scioto Hills
Friday - Sunday (5 meals, activities, sessions,
lodging) $109.00
We’ll carpool as a group for even more fellowship
time together!

**OCTOBER**
Fireside in the Word (bonfire and fellowship)
Please join us Friday, October 7, 6:30 p.m. at the home
of Cara Van Rynbach for a cozy evening enjoying
warmth by the fire, fall treats, and some time in the
Word.
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Please welcome our newest
WoH Board members:
Kristin Richards

DaVonna Hornback

Thank you to the faithful service of Barb Sullivan and
Tammy DeSonia. Your work on the team over the years
has been greatly appreciated, and we look forward to
seeing you at events!
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