


“Call me Ishmael.”

- Herman Melville, Moby-Dick



It was the best of times, 

It was the worst of times, 

- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

it was the 

age of wisdom, it was the age of 

foolishness, it was the epoch of 

belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, 

it was the season of Light, it was the 

season of Darkness, it was the spring 

of hope, it was the winter of despair. 



I am an invisible man.

- Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man



Happy families are all alike; 

every unhappy family is unhappy 

in its own way.

- Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina



There was a boy called Eustace 

Clarence Scrubb, and he almost 

deserved it. 

- C. S. Lewis, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader



In a hole in the ground there lived a 

hobbit.  Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, 

filled with the ends of worms and an 

oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy 

hole with nothing to sit down on or to 

eat:  it was a hobbit hole, and that 

means comfort.

- J. R. R. Tolkien, The Hobbit



In the beginning was the Word.

And the Word was with God

And the Word was God.

- John the Disciple, The Gospel of John







• Words That Capture an Audience

• Words That Convey a Purpose

• Words That Compel a Response



• Words That Capture an Audience

- In the Beginning

- The Logos



As the rain and the snow come down from 

heaven, and do not return to it without 

watering the earth and making it bud and 

flourish, so that it yields seed for the 

sower and bread for the eater, 



so is my word that goes out from my 

mouth: It will not return to me empty, but 

will accomplish what I desire and achieve 

the purpose for which I sent it.

- 1 John 1:1



• Words That Capture an Audience

• Words That Convey a Purpose



Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31 But these are written 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name.

- John 20:30-31



That which was from the beginning, which 

we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we have looked at and 

our hands have touched--this we proclaim 

concerning the Word of life.

- 1 John 1:1



• Words That Capture an Audience

• Words That Convey a Purpose

• Words That Compel a Response



He came to that which was his own, but 

his own did not receive him. Yet to all who 

received him, to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become 

children of God--

- John 1:11-12








