Use Week of:

Unit 32 • Session 3

The Church
Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE:
1 Corinthians 1–6

STORY POINT:
The gospel unites all
kinds of people in love.
KEY PASSAGE:
Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is our mission as Christians? Our
mission is to make disciples of all nations
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)
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Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:
ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts
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LEADER Bible Study
In the first century, Corinth was an important destination in the Roman
Empire. The city was located on a narrow area of land connecting the
southern end of the Greek peninsula with the mainland to the north.
When Paul visited Corinth on his missionary journeys, the city was full of
people with various cultural and religious backgrounds.
Corinth was a strategic place to plant a church. Paul stayed in Corinth
for a year and a half with Aquila and his wife, Priscilla. On the Sabbath,
Paul went to the synagogues to teach God’s message to the people. When
the Jews refused to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, Paul preached to the
Gentiles. Many Corinthians believed and were baptized. (Acts 18:1-18)
Finally, Paul returned to Antioch in Syria.
About six years passed. Paul was in Ephesus when he heard a report that the
church in Corinth was struggling. The people in the church were arguing
and suing each other. In some ways, they lived just like the people in
Corinth who were not believers. So Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthian
church—the Book of First Corinthians—not only to instruct them on
how to live but to answer questions they had about the faith.
As you teach kids from 1 Corinthians, focus on church unity: Because of
Jesus and what He has done, believers can humbly come together as one
body. Emphasize that Paul gave practical instructions so that the believers
would know how to live—not as a way to earn God’s favor, but to live
in light of their salvation.
Paul spent a significant portion of his ministry meeting with believers and
encouraging them to keep the faith. Jesus’ mission for the church is for
believers to come together to worship God and to share the gospel.

Making Disciples
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The BIBLE Story
The Church Divided
1 Corinthians 1–6
Paul wrote a letter to the church at Corinth. Years after Paul
helped start the church in Corinth, the believers there were facing
problems. One problem was that the church was divided. The
people did not always get along or agree about what
was most important. The believers met in
small groups and had different leaders.
Some groups were arguing that their
leaders were better than others.
One person would say, “I belong
to Paul.” Another would say,
“I belong to Apollos,” or “I
belong to Peter,” or “I belong
to Christ.”
Paul wanted this to
stop. “Is Christ divided?”
Paul asked. Of course not.
Jesus came to bring people
together as one body—
brothers and sisters in God’s
family. Christians should not
fight about which human leader
has the most wisdom or strength.
What is most important is the gospel.
Paul said, “The word of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but
it is the power of God to us who are being saved.”
God uses what seems foolish to the world—that is, God the Son giving
up His life for us—in order to bring salvation to the world.
Paul also reminded the church that believers cannot boast about
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themselves or other people; no human is as wise or
powerful as God. When Paul preached, he didn’t use
fancy words so that people would think he was smart.
He simply shared the good news about Jesus. Everyone
in the church is united around Jesus, who died on the
cross for our sins. He is God’s wisdom and power. When
we remember the gospel, we can live in unity with
others.
Other things, like immaturity and foolishness, caused
division in the church. Paul wrote his letter to help the
believers in Corinth. He told them many things about
how to follow Jesus. Believers should live in such a way
that people see them and know they belong to Jesus.
Christ Connection: Paul told the believers in the Corinthian
church to come together because of the gospel. He reminded
them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and what He has
done, believers can humbly come together as one body.

Making Disciples

Bible
Storytelling
Tips
• Make signs: Make
four signs that say
Paul, Apollos, Peter,
and Christ. Form four
groups and give each
a sign. At the end
of the story, remove
the signs and guide
groups to move
together.
• Change your
posture: Begin
with boastful body
language. Change to
a humble posture as
you tell the story.
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Church Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1–6
STORY POINT: The gospel unites all kinds of people in love.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time
they had an argument or disagreement with someone. Who
did they argue with, and about what?
SAY • Because people are born in sin, we often argue with
one another about all sorts of issues. Thankfully,
God can bring all of us together in love. Today we
will learn about a time Paul wrote to help a church
remember the importance of being united by God.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Divided Art” activity
page, 1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete the “Divided Art” activity page.
Instruct kids to draw the missing half of each picture.
SAY • Great job reuniting those pictures with their missing
halves. Today we will learn about a time a church was
divided. They disagreed about a lot of things. Paul
wrote them a letter to help them understand how
to be united by God’s love. What do you think Paul
wrote in his letter?
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Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: The great divide
Provide pencils that have no erasers to half the kids in your
group. Provide erasers to the other half of the group. Task
the kids with producing a sketch of their favorite character
from a movie or TV show. Encourage them to work
together to share the tools they have.
SAY • A pencil without an eraser can’t fix mistakes, and
an eraser without a pencil can’t draw anything. The
two need one another to be as effective as possible.
We need other believers in our lives to be effective
too. Today we will learn about a letter Paul wrote to
remind believers not to let their differences divide
them.

• pencils without
erasers
• erasers

Every piece important
Provide a variety of interlocking brick toys. Instruct the kids • various interlocking
brick toys
to build something, like a car, but restrict them from using
all but a certain type of piece, such as pieces of a given size,
shape, or color. After a minute or two, lift the restrictions
and encourage them to use any and all pieces.
SAY • If you restrict yourself to using only certain pieces,
you limit the possibilities of what you can build. In a
similar way, God uses people of all kinds in His plans
because we all benefit from one another. Today we
will learn about a time Paul wrote a letter to a church
that was divided by arguments. What do you think
Paul told them to do?
OPTION 2:

Transition to teach the story

Making Disciples
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TEACH the Story
The Church Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1–6
STORY POINT: The gospel unites all kinds of people in love.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing a dark suit and sunglasses.]
LEADER • Welcome back. It seems we may have to move
our secret headquarters since so many of you keep
coming each week. Or maybe not. I’ve gotten used
to having you around, so I might be sad without
your company! Though, my boss definitely wants
us to move headquarters. We’ll have to come to an
agreement before we do anything too drastic.
When it comes to secret agent stuff, small
disagreements can cause big trouble if you aren’t
careful. In order for a plan to be executed correctly,
each person in the plan needs to understand his role
and complete his work as expected. When people
start arguing and complaining and doubting one
another, the plan falls apart every time. It’s similar in
a local church.
God has given all believers a special mission, but

Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 32 • Session 3

when believers disagree and allow that disagreement
to cause fighting and division in the body, the
mission always gets shifted to a back burner, which is
somewhere you never want your mission to be! Here,
I’ll tell you more about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• First, let’s review our big picture question. What
is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to
make disciples of all nations by the power of the
Holy Spirit. We cannot live on mission unless we
agree on the mission and are empowered by God to
complete it. Making disciples of all nations is a big
job, but not too big for God. He uses us not because
He needs us, but because it’s a blessing to us to be a
part of His plans.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • We’ve been learning about the ways the early
church went about completing the mission. We
talked about how God rescued Peter from prison.
We also learned how Paul and Barnabas told Jews
and Gentiles about Jesus. This week, we will learn
about one of the ways the church struggled to fulfill
her mission, and about the letter Paul wrote to help
fix the problem they faced.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to 1 Corinthians 1–6. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the

Making Disciples

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “The Church Divided”
video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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story, or show the Bible story video “The Church Divided.”
LEADER • The Bible teaches that the church is the body of
Christ. Just as a body separated into different pieces
couldn’t survive, a local church cannot survive if it is
divided. Paul wanted the Corinthian believers to stop
arguing over who they followed and realize that the
gospel unites all kinds of people in love.
This message is still extremely important today.
There are lots of things people disagree about, and
we are really good at finding reasons to dislike other
people; but the gospel gives us a single, incredible
reason to love everyone, even those who are different
from us. The gospel teaches us that God loves people
from all nations. God doesn’t see some people as
better than others.
All of us are sinners who need Jesus. The gospel
makes us all equal before God. Those who are found
in Christ are given Jesus’ righteousness even though
they could never earn it. No matter what differences
there are between any groups of people, God’s power
and grace to save us though Jesus can overcome those
differences to make us into one family. Instead of
being prideful, the gospel demands that we show
humility and love toward everyone.
Note: You may use
this opportunity to
use Scripture and
the guide provided
to explain how to
become a Christian.
Make sure kids
know when and
where they can ask
questions.
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Christ connection
• Paul told the believers in the Corinthian church
to come together because of the gospel. He reminded
them that Jesus saves sinners. Because of Jesus and
what He has done, believers can humbly come
together as one body.

LEADER
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 32, Session 3” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about how they can show kindness
and love to a person they don’t get along with. Guide them
to discuss the reasons we treat everyone with love and
respect.

• “Unit 32, Session 3”
Questions from Kids
video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
• The gospel unites all kinds of people
• “Burritos and Bibles”
missions video
in love. Missionaries understand this and that’s why
they want to tell all people everywhere about Jesus.
Let’s watch a video about how the church in Toronto
was started. Listen for what J.D. Fasolino’s favorite
part about ministry is.
Play the missions video and ask kids what J.D. Fasolino said
was his favorite part of missions in Toronto. (baptizing new
believers and seeing them grow in faith) Close in prayer for
the Fasolinos and for the church in Toronto.
LEADER

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Matthew 28:19-20. Then sing the key passage
song.
LEADER • The Great Commission explains the mission
Jesus has for us as believers. What is our mission as
Christians? Our mission is to make disciples of all
nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Am With
You Always
(Matthew 28:19-20)”
song

Sing (4 minutes)
• God wants each person to put his or her faith in
Jesus and be saved from sin. That’s why His mission
for us is to tell the world about Jesus!

LEADER

Making Disciples

• “Go Tell the World”
song
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Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, we praise You for all that You have done
and will do. We know that Your mission is to save
people from all nations through Jesus. Help us to be
united by love for You and for one another. Help us
to live on mission. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Making Disciples
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APPLY the Story
The Church Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Corinthians 1–6
STORY POINT: The gospel unites all kinds of people in love.
KEY PASSAGE: Matthew 28:19-20
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the Holy Spirit.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• pen

Write each word or phrase of the key passage on a separate
index card. Hide the cards around the room and request
volunteers to say the key passage from memory. Thank each
kid for her efforts and encourage all the kids to continue
working to memorize the key passage. Challenge the kids
to search for the cards. Once kids have located all the cards,
help them put the cards in order.
SAY • Jesus spoke the words of this key passage before
returning to heaven. He commanded His followers
to make disciples of people from all over the world.
Believers today are still working to accomplish that
mission. That’s why missions are so important. What
is our mission as Christians? Our mission is to
make disciples of all nations by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline
and Map Set
(005802970, optional)
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Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find
1 Corinthians 1–6. Point out Corinth on the New
Testament Mediterranean Map. (D5) Remind the kids that
Paul wrote letters to the Corinthians.
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Paul say about divisions in the church?
(They should not happen—the church should be united;
1 Cor. 1:10)
2. Who did Paul point to as an example that the
church should be united? (Jesus, who was not divided;
1 Cor. 1:13)
3. What should believers do instead of boasting in their
strength or the wisdom of their human leader? (boast
in the Lord, 1 Cor. 1:29-31)
4. What does it mean to boast in the Lord? Guide the
kids to think about God as the source of every good thing
they have. All their gifts and talents come from God.
Their salvation comes from God. All wisdom comes from
God. We cannot boast unless we are boasting in what
God is doing.
5. Does being united in Christ mean we have to
agree on everything? Help the kids think through the
difference between something essential—like Jesus’ death
and resurrection—and something that’s just a matter of
preference—like which worship songs to sing. Remind
kids that believers will disagree about some things, but
the way in which we disagree ought to still be marked
by Jesus’ love.
6. How can you show love to someone you have trouble
getting along with? Discuss practical steps kids can take
to be kinder and more loving toward those they may
not get along with. Help them begin to see the world
from other people’s perspectives. Remind them that often
unkind people act that way because of pain they feel.
SAY • The gospel unites all kinds of people in love. When
we love Jesus, we must love who He loves: everyone!

Making Disciples

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
Pray for the Fasolinos
Print
each
page of the Fasolino prayer requests.
• “Fasolino Prayer
Requests” printable Consider gluing them to pieces of construction paper.
• construction paper
Display the requests around the room. Invite kids to
(optional)
move between the requests, saying a silent prayer or praying
• glue stick (optional)
with friends at each one.
SAY • When we pray for missionaries, we join with them
Tip: Use this
activity option
in helping to spread the gospel. We are united with
to reinforce the
them in love! The gospel unites all kinds of people
missions moment
in love.
found in Teach the
Story.
Keep the requests displayed for the remainder of the unit as
a reminder to pray for the Fasolinos and their ministry.
OPTION 1:

Strength in unity
Provide each kid with a 12-inch length of weak thread.
• 12-inch lengths of
thread, 1 per kid plus Using an extra length of thread, demonstrate how easily
an extra
it can be broken. Then, help the kids braid their threads
together, and then braid together the braids. Show how
much stronger the threads are when braided into a rope.
SAY • These threads were weak and easily broken on their
own but very strong when braided into a rope. In
a way, that’s like the church. If we are divided from
one another, we are weaker. Thankfully, the gospel
unites all kinds of people in love.
God’s love for us helps us love one another. His
forgiveness helps us learn to forgive those who hurt
us. God unites us together as the body of Christ and
gives us strength and power to achieve our mission.
What is our mission as Christians? Our mission is
to make disciples of all nations by the power of the
Holy Spirit.
OPTION 2:
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Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following
questions:
• What does this story teach me about God or about
the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story?
Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have
been learning.
If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this
session. Pray for your group.

Making Disciples

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring
Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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