
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 66

Unit 31 • Session 4

Unit 31 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Hebrews 11

STORY POINT:  
God works mightily through people  

who have faith in Him.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 Chronicles 16:31

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the 

good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
into the world to rescue sinners.

The Hall of Faith
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LEADER Bible Study
It is common to think of faith as something that is just within us—trust 
and confidence in God. While that is surely part of it, faith doesn’t stop 
there. Faith starts inside of us and always leads to action.

The writer of the Book of Hebrews wanted to explain the fullness of faith 
to the early Jewish Christians. One of the best ways he could do this was 
to walk through examples of how men and women in the Old Testament 
had proven to be faithful. The result is Hebrews 11, often known as the 
Hall of Faith. 

Abel had faith when he gave an offering to God, and God accepted his 
offering. Noah had faith. He believed God when God told him to build 
an ark to rescue his family. 

Abraham had faith when God called him to leave his home. Abraham’s 
wife Sarah had faith when she trusted God to give her a family even 
though she was too old to have children. Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses 
had faith too. Rahab had faith when she hid the Israelite spies in Jericho. 

All of these people trusted God, and so did many others. Having faith was 
not easy. Many suffered, and they died before God’s greatest promise—the 
arrival of Jesus—came true, but they believed that God had a wonderful 
plan. God was pleased with them because they trusted Him.

This week, share the examples of these heroes of faith to help your kids 
understand faith in action. We can and should learn from these examples; 
that is why God gave them to us in Hebrews 11. However, emphasize that 
every person in this list was a sinner in need of salvation. Each of these 
heroes needed a greater hero. Point your kids to Jesus, the perfect hero 
who rescues us from sin.
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The Hall of Faith
Hebrews 11

The writer of Hebrews explained that faith is being sure that what 
we hope for will actually happen. Faith is obeying God because we trust 
Him. By faith, we believe that God created everything from nothing, 

just by speaking!
Many people in the Bible had faith, 

and this pleased God. Abel had faith 
when he gave an offering to God, 

and God accepted his offering. 
We must have faith in order to 

please God. By faith we believe 
that He exists and that He 
rewards those who trust in 
Him.

Noah had faith too. He 
obeyed God by building 
an ark to rescue his family. 
Noah warned other people 
because he trusted that God 

was telling the truth when He 
said a flood was coming. God 

was pleased with Noah.
Abraham had faith when 

God called him to leave his home. 
Abraham did not know where he was 

going, but he obeyed God. God made 
promises to Abraham, and Abraham believed that 

God was going to keep His promises.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God to give her 

a family even though she was too old to have children. Sarah was 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show pictures: 
Hang pictures of 
people mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 in frames 
around the room, as 
if the kids are sitting 
in the “Hall of Faith.” 
As you tell the story, 
point to each picture.

• Use props: Display 
props to help kids 
remember parts of 
the story. Show a 
stuffed lamb for 
Abel’s offering, a toy 
ark for Noah, a baby 
doll as Sarah and 
Abraham’s promised 
son, a scarf for 
Rahab, a crown for 
David, and so forth.

The BIBLE Story
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The Hall of Faith
Hebrews 11

The writer of Hebrews explained that faith is being sure that what 
we hope for will actually happen. Faith is obeying God because we trust 
Him. By faith, we believe that God created everything from nothing, 

just by speaking!
Many people in the Bible had faith, 

and this pleased God. Abel had faith 
when he gave an offering to God, 

and God accepted his offering. 
We must have faith in order to 

please God. By faith we believe 
that He exists and that He 
rewards those who trust in 
Him.

Noah had faith too. He 
obeyed God by building 
an ark to rescue his family. 
Noah warned other people 
because he trusted that God 

was telling the truth when He 
said a flood was coming. God 

was pleased with Noah.
Abraham had faith when 

God called him to leave his home. 
Abraham did not know where he was 

going, but he obeyed God. God made 
promises to Abraham, and Abraham believed that 

God was going to keep His promises.
Abraham’s wife Sarah had faith. She trusted God to give her 

a family even though she was too old to have children. Sarah was 

Bible 
Storytelling  
Tips

• Show pictures: 
Hang pictures of 
people mentioned in 
Hebrews 11 in frames 
around the room, as 
if the kids are sitting 
in the “Hall of Faith.” 
As you tell the story, 
point to each picture.

• Use props: Display 
props to help kids 
remember parts of 
the story. Show a 
stuffed lamb for 
Abel’s offering, a toy 
ark for Noah, a baby 
doll as Sarah and 
Abraham’s promised 
son, a scarf for 
Rahab, a crown for 
David, and so forth.

90 and Abraham was 100 when they had their son Isaac. 
Abraham and Sarah went on to have many descendants. 
God gave them a family as numerous as the stars in the sky.

Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses had faith. Rahab had 
faith when she hid the Israelite spies in Jericho. King 
David had faith too. All of these people trusted God, and 
so did many others. 

Having faith was not easy. Many of these faithful 
people suffered, and they all died before God’s greatest 
promise—the arrival of Jesus—came true, but they 
believed that God had a wonderful plan. God was 
pleased with them because they trusted Him.

Christ Connection: God kept His promise to send the 
Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people from sin. Jesus 
is the true hero of the Bible. He gives us faith. We can look to 
Him because in Him, all of God’s promises will come true.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Hall of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11
STORY POINT: God works mightily through people who have faith in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share who they 
admire and why. 
SAY • We admire a lot of different people. You may admire 

a talented artist or athlete because of their skill and 
dedication. You may admire a family member who 
is older and wiser than you. This week we will learn 
about some people the Bible holds up as examples 
to be admired. There’s a specific trait they shared 
in common that is the reason we can admire them. 
What do you think that trait might be? We’ll learn 
more soon.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Hidden Message” activity page. 
Kids will follow the color by number instructions to reveal a 
key word from today’s session.
SAY • We say faith a lot when talking about the Bible. 

Today we will learn what it means to have faith and 
remember some people who had strong faith.

• “Hidden Message” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Simon says
Select a kid to be It. He will stand at one end of the room 
and issue a series of commands, usually by saying “Simon 
says…” and completing with a command. Kids must obey 
Its commands unless he chooses to issue the command 
without the phrase “Simon says” preceding it. Any kid who 
fails to obey a “Simon says” command or obeys a direct 
command must sit out. Play until only one kid remains. If 
time allows, play again with the previous winner taking the 
role of It.
SAY • In that game, you could choose to obey or disobey 

any of the commands, but you chose to obey the 
Simon commands, and ignore those that Simon 
didn’t say. You had to have faith in the rules of the 
game to have any chance of winning. Today we 
will learn more about faith, and what God can do 
through those who have faith in Him.

OPTION 2: Walk by faith
Set up a simple obstacle course using cones, carpet squares, 
or other items for kids to avoid touching. Form pairs of 
kids. Provide a blindfold to each pair. Allow the pairs to 
choose one kid to wear the blindfold while the other kid 
guides her through the course using only her voice. 
SAY • In that game, you had to trust that your partner was 

going to do his best to guide you the way you should 
go. That’s a kind of faith! Today we will learn about 
the kind of faith that leads people to do incredible 
things with God’s help.

Transition to teach the story

• cones, carpet 
squares, or other 
obstacles

• blindfolds, 1 per pair 
of kids
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing business casual attire.]
LEADER • Hey there, everyone! Welcome back to our Model 

United Nations. The real United Nations, or UN, is 
an organization of many different nations around the 
world. They send representatives, called delegates, 
to meet and discuss ways to solve different problems 
the world faces. If the UN could do its job perfectly, 
there’d be no more hunger, no more wars, and 
perfect cooperation between nations. 

If that sounds impossible, well, there’s good news 
and bad news. The bad news is those goals are 
impossible for the UN to achieve. The good news 
has two parts. One—God’s plan to send Jesus back 
to earth someday will bring about such a perfect 
world, with no sin, sadness, pain, or death. Two—
God’s power is at work in the lives of people who are 
imperfect to make the world a better place. We don’t 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Hall of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11
STORY POINT: God works mightily through people who have faith in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.
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have to be perfect like Jesus to be used by God in 
His amazing plans for the world. All we need to do is 
have faith. In fact, there’s a whole passage in the book 
of Hebrews about people of faith whom God used to 
do incredible things.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we get into the story, remember the big 
picture question and answer we have been studying. 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue 
sinners. One of the coolest parts about God’s plans 
is that He chooses to use people in them. He doesn’t 
need us; on our own we would be powerless to do 
anything! But when we have faith, God gives us 
power and uses us to do wonderful things.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Three weeks ago, we learned about the spread 

of the gospel from Jews to Gentiles after Peter had a 
vision. He realized that the gospel is for all people. 
Soon after that, Barnabas went to Antioch to 
encourage believers. Other church leaders wrote 
letters to encourage those who had faith. One letter, 
Hebrews, taught us that Jesus, our great High Priest, 
brought a better covenant. This week we will look to 
the Book of Hebrews again to learn about the ways 
God uses people who have faith to do incredible 
things.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Hebrews 11. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “The Hall of Faith.”
LEADER • When God created Adam and Eve, He told them 

to be fruitful and multiply to fill the earth. God’s 
plan has always been to fill the earth with His glory 
by filling it with people who glorify Him. He has 
never needed to use people, but has always chosen us 
as a way to demonstrate His power. By using people 
to do things they could never do on their own, God 
is showing His goodness and power to us all.

It can be tempting while reading the list of faithful 
men and women in Hebrews 11 to think “wow, what 
a bunch of great people.” That is not the message 
we should take away. Each person listed there was a 
sinner, just as you and I are sinners. The reason they 
are listed is their faith in a good God who does good 
things. Everything God does is for His glory and our 
good. God works mightily through people who 
have faith in Him; but it is still God’s work!

Christ connection
LEADER • The gospel has always been God’s plan for the 

world. What is the gospel? The gospel is the good 
news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world 
to rescue sinners. God kept His promise to send 
the Messiah—His own Son, Jesus—to rescue people 
from sin. Jesus is the true hero of the Bible. He gives 
us faith. We can look to Him because in Him, all of 
God’s promises will come true.

• Bibles
• “The Hall of Faith” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 31, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why we believe in God though 
we cannot see Him. Guide them to discuss ways to show 
their faith this week. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Show the Vintage Church photos and ask 
volunteers to read the captions.
LEADER • We have learned that God works mightily 

through people who have faith in Him. God 
is working through Rob Wilton, his family, and 
the people of Vintage Church. They believe that 
everyone needs to hear about Jesus and have a chance 
to follow Him. Let’s thank God that He is working 
mightily to bring people to faith.

Pray and thank God for working in mighty ways. Pray 
for the ministry of the Wilton family and for the work of 
missionaries your church supports.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 Chronicles 16:31. Then sing the key passage 
song.
LEADER • God is the God of all nations, and someday all 

nations and all of creation will sing His praises. We 
can all rejoice and be glad because Jesus’ work on the 
cross is finished. He made the way for us to be free 
from sin, and when we have faith, He uses us in His 
amazing plans.

• “Unit 31, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Vintage Church 
Photos” printable

• Key Passage Poster
• “Rejoice, Be Glad 

(1 Chronicles 16:31)” 
song
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Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God works mightily through people who have 
faith in Him. Let’s sing together about how great it 
is to be a part of God’s plan.

Sing together “Go Tell the World.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, we praise You because that is what You 

deserve. All our praise and worship is still only a 
fraction of the worship You deserve. Help us to be 
faithful to You. Use us in Your mighty plans. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• “Go Tell the World” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Hall of Faith
BIBLE PASSAGE: Hebrews 11
STORY POINT: God works mightily through people who have faith in Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Chronicles 16:31
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Print multiple copies of the key passage poster. Cut them 
apart to form puzzles. Make enough sets so that there is 
one for every four or five kids in your group. Form groups 
of four or five kids and encourage them to work together 
to assemble the puzzles. Then allow volunteers to recite the 
key passage from memory. Thank each kid for his efforts 
and encourage all the kids to continue working to memorize 
the key passage.
SAY • God’s plan all along has been to glorify Himself in all 

the world. We are called to tell the world the message 
of the gospel so that more and more nations will 
rejoice in Him. What is the gospel? The gospel is the 
good news that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the 
world to rescue sinners.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Hebrews 11. 
Remind the kids that Hebrews is part of the General Letters 
division of the New Testament. Point out that it is located 
right after Philemon and right before James. Explain that 
we don’t know for sure who wrote the Book of Hebrews. 

• Key Passage Poster
• scissors

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What is faith? (being sure that what we hope for will 

happen, Heb. 11:1)
2. What trait tied all the Old Testament heroes 

together? (their faith, Heb. 11)
3. Are faithful people rewarded with happy, easy lives? 

(No, having faith isn’t always easy; Heb. 11:36-37)
4. What is the reward God gives for faith? Guide kids 

to see that God’s rewards are bigger than material 
possessions, fame, glory, or power. Instead, God promises 
eternal life with Him in the perfect world Jesus will 
bring when He returns. 

5. Why is faith important? Help the kids understand that 
faith is the means by which God provides us salvation, 
grows us to be more like Jesus, and works His plans 
through us. 

6. Who are people in your life who have great faith? 
Guide kids to think about the men and women they 
know who have demonstrated great faith. Direct them 
to consider their parents, the pastors and elders of your 
church, and the ministry leaders and volunteers they 
interact with each week.

SAY • God works mightily through people who have faith 
in Him. God uses people even though He doesn’t 
need us. When we have faith, God gives us power 
through the Holy Spirit so that we can be a part 
of His mission to spread the gospel to all nations. 
What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue 
sinners.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Missions statements
Write each of these statements on a separate piece 

of construction paper: Live the Gospel; Serve the City; Be the 
Church. Tape the signs around the room.
SAY • These three statements are the mission of Vintage 

Church in Pennsylvania. Let’s talk about what these 
statements mean and how we can do each of these 
things.

Distribute sticky notes and ask kids to write some of their 
ideas on the notes and stick it next to the statement. You 
may also do this as a group activity.

As kids walk around the room, remind them that 
God works mightily through people who have faith in 
Him. They too can be in the hall of faith—used by God 
to live out their faith, serve others, and obey what Jesus 
commanded the church to do.

Discuss each statement, letting kids explain what they 
think the statements mean. If you prefer, discuss your own 
church’s vision or mission statement.

OPTION 2: Hero portraits
Provide each kid with a sheet of paper and access to pencils, 
crayons, colored pencils, and markers. Encourage the kids 
to open their Bibles to Hebrews 11, select a person from the 
list of faithful men and women, and draw a portrait of that 
person. On the back of their portrait, ask them to list a few 
traits they admire about that person.
SAY • The hall of faith, as chapter 11 of the Book of 

Hebrews is sometimes called, contains lots of 
examples of people who did amazing things for God. 
They couldn’t have done any of the amazing things 

• construction paper
• pens
• tape
• sticky notes

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• pencils
• crayons, colored 

pencils, and markers
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they did without God’s power doing it through 
them. God works mightily through people who 
have faith in Him. When we have faith, we can trust 
that God will use us in His plans too.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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