
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 92

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 94

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 100

Unit 29 • Session 1

Unit 29 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Acts 4–5

STORY POINT:  
Ananias and Sapphira lied about their 

gift to the church.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Romans 12:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is the church? The church is all 

Christians everywhere, who gather 
together in their communities to 

worship and serve God.

Ananias and 
Sapphira
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Unit 29 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
Something amazing was happening among believers in the early church. 
Not only was the Holy Spirit changing people’s hearts to believe in Jesus, 
He was empowering them to live differently. We see the evidence of God’s 
grace among the believers in Acts 4:32-35. The believers shared everything 
they had. If one person had a need, someone else gladly gave what he had 
to meet that need. As a result, “there was not a needy person among them” 
(Acts 4:34).

Joseph (also known as Barnabas) was one of the disciples living in this 
way. He sold a field and gave the money to the apostles. But trouble 
arose when Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, sold some land. Perhaps they 
wanted to appear as generous as Barnabas without feeling the full cost of 
such generosity. They secretly kept back some of the money, and Ananias 
brought the rest to Peter.

When Peter confronted Ananias, he didn’t tell him he was wrong to only 
bring part of the money. In fact, Peter said Ananias could have been 
honest about how the money was divided. Ananias and Sapphira’s sin was 
in pretending to be generous when they were actually greedy. They had 
tried to deceive the apostles, but Peter pointed out that they were guilty 
of trying to deceive God. Ananias dropped dead, and a few hours later his 
wife did too.

As you teach this story to kids, avoid using Ananias and Sapphira as a 
warning to be generous or die. As sinners, we struggle with the temptation 
of greed. Point kids to Jesus, who forgives our greed and changes us 
through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit changes our hearts to want to 
share with those in need because Jesus generously gave all He had so we 
can share in His riches and have forgiveness and eternal life.
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Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 4–5

The early church was growing. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
apostles were telling people that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 
A large group of believers met together in Jerusalem. They shared 

everything they had. If someone had more than he needed, 
he gladly gave it away so everyone had what he 

needed.
One man, Barnabas, sold a 
field and gave the money to the 

apostles. The apostles used the 
money to help people in need. 
Everyone who had land or 
houses did the same. Ananias 
and his wife, Sapphira, sold 
some land and pretended to 
give all of the money to the 
apostles, but they kept some 
of it for themselves.

When Ananias brought the 
money to the apostles, Peter 

asked him, “Why are you lying 
to the Holy Spirit? You could 

have been honest about what you 
did with the money, but instead you 

lied—not to us, but to God.” When 
Ananias heard this, he fell down, died, and 

was buried. Everyone who heard about this was filled 
with fear.

About three hours later, Sapphira came to the apostles. She did not 
know what had happened to her husband. Peter asked her, “Is this all 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Doodle it: Draw 
simple shapes and 
diagrams to help you 
tell the story. 

• Act it out: Use kid 
volunteers to act 
out the story as you 
tell it.

The BIBLE Story
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Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 4–5

The early church was growing. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
apostles were telling people that Jesus had been raised from the dead. 
A large group of believers met together in Jerusalem. They shared 

everything they had. If someone had more than he needed, 
he gladly gave it away so everyone had what he 

needed.
One man, Barnabas, sold a 
field and gave the money to the 

apostles. The apostles used the 
money to help people in need. 
Everyone who had land or 
houses did the same. Ananias 
and his wife, Sapphira, sold 
some land and pretended to 
give all of the money to the 
apostles, but they kept some 
of it for themselves.

When Ananias brought the 
money to the apostles, Peter 

asked him, “Why are you lying 
to the Holy Spirit? You could 

have been honest about what you 
did with the money, but instead you 

lied—not to us, but to God.” When 
Ananias heard this, he fell down, died, and 

was buried. Everyone who heard about this was filled 
with fear.

About three hours later, Sapphira came to the apostles. She did not 
know what had happened to her husband. Peter asked her, “Is this all 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Doodle it: Draw 
simple shapes and 
diagrams to help you 
tell the story. 

• Act it out: Use kid 
volunteers to act 
out the story as you 
tell it.

the money you got for the land?”
“Yes,” she said. “That’s all of it.”
Peter said, “Why did you and your husband agree to 

test the Lord?” Then Sapphira fell dead too. Great fear 
came on everyone in the church and all who heard about 
these things.

Christ Connection: Ananias and Sapphira wanted to 
look generous, but they were greedy. The Holy Spirit changes 
our hearts to want to share with those in need because Jesus 
generously gave all He had so we can share in His riches and 
have forgiveness and eternal life.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Ananias and Sapphira
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 4–5
STORY POINT: Ananias and Sapphira lied about their gift to the church.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere, who gather together in their communities to worship and 
serve God.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss a time they 
did something generous. 
SAY • Generosity is a wonderful character trait. God is 

generous toward us. He gives us wonderful gifts, the 
most incredible of which is Jesus. Today we will learn 
about two people who wanted to seem very generous 
without being very generous. 

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Spot the Differences” activity 
page. Kids will search the two versions of the Bible story 
picture, looking for seven differences between the two.
SAY • Telling the difference between a person who is truly 

generous and a person who only wants to seem 
generous can be tricky. Today we will learn about a 
man and his wife who only wanted to seem generous. 
They tried to hide money, and lied about it. Do you 
think you can trick God with a lie? Of course not! 
He knows everything. We’ll learn more soon.

• “Spot the 
Differences” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Two facts and a fiction
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to start the 
game by making three statements about themselves. Two 
of them must be true, and one must be false. The other 
kids must determine which statement is not true. Continue 
playing until each kid has a chance to offer three statements.
SAY • In a fun game, we might say something untrue to be 

silly or entertain one another. Today, we will learn 
about two people who wanted to seem very generous 
without behaving very generously. They told a lie to 
trick church leaders.

OPTION 2: Hide the coin
Ask the kids to stand in a circle. Select one kid to stand 
in the middle. Instruct the other kids to place their hands 
behind their back, holding them open. Tell all kids to close 
their eyes. Walk around the circle and secretly place a plastic 
coin into one kid’s hands. Instruct the kids to open their 
eyes. The kid in the middle must determine who is hiding 
the coin.
SAY • It was tricky to figure out who was hiding the coin. 

Today we will learn about a time two people tried to 
hide money from the church. They said they were 
giving all they earned even though they were only 
giving some. We will talk more about it soon.

Transition to teach the story

• plastic coin
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Cover a table with 
a black tablecloth. Use desk lamp and magnifying glass 
to set up a station where a coin collector might examin 
and evaluate coins. Hang posters of coins and minting 
information, and place a coin collector’s guide on the table.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing nice clothing and white gloves.]
LEADER • Oh, hello there! I wasn’t expecting this many 

coin collectors at my presentation. Don’t mistake 
me, I’m very glad you are all here. I love teaching 
people about coin collecting nearly as much as I love 
coin collecting itself. There’s something so satisfying 
about seeing someone else fall in love with the hobby 
I have found thrilling for all these years. Very little 
compares to the wonderful feeling of finding a rare 
and valuable coin from the past. Even so, I can 
definitely think of a few things that are better.

For example, the joy of loving Jesus and teaching 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Ananias and Sapphira
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 4–5
STORY POINT: Ananias and Sapphira lied about their gift to the church.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere, who gather together in their communities to worship and 
serve God.
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others about Him is definitely better than coin 
collecting. I especially love when I can use my love 
of coins to tell someone about my even greater love 
for Jesus. Did you know that the church is kind of 
like a coin collection? Lots of different kinds of coins 
come together to make an interesting and valuable 
collection. In a similar way, God brings lots of people 
together to make His wonderful church.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • But what is the church? It’s not a building, 
though sometimes people speak as though it is. 
The church is all Christians everywhere, who 
gather together in their communities to worship 
and serve God. That means the church is people! 
People who love God and want to obey Him. There 
are local churches who gather together in specific 
communities where the members live, and there’s 
also the global church, which is every single believer 
across the world—and even throughout history!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Speaking of the church throughout history, we 

have been learning about the very early days of Jesus’ 
church. The Holy Spirit came to live with believers, 
and right away they began preaching the good 
news and living on mission. They gave generously, 
worshiped God, took care of the poor, and taught 
others how to obey God. But the early church had 
some problems too. Let’s hear a story about that.

• Giant Timeline

95The Early Church



Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Acts 4–5. Use the Bible storytelling tips 
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show 
the Bible story video “Ananias and Sapphira.”
LEADER • There are two main ideas I want us to think 

about from that story: how Ananias and Sapphira 
sinned, and what it means to fear God. 

Ananias and Sapphira were not sinning by keeping 
some of the money from the land they sold. Peter 
even told them the money was theirs to do with what 
they wanted. Their sin was lying about the money 
they gave. They said they were giving all the money 
from their land, while secretly keeping some of it for 
themselves. 

That brings us to the next idea: What does it mean 
to fear God? When the Bible speaks about fearing 
God, it’s not the kind of fear you might be thinking 
of, where you dislike something and don’t want to go 
near it ever. Fear of the Lord is about understanding 
His power and holiness. 

We fear the Lord when we love and respect Him, 
and desire to honor Him with our lives. God is 
powerful and hates sin; people who try to oppose 
Him will fail and be separated from Him. God will 
protect His people from their enemies. Fearing God 
means understanding how dangerous it is to be an 
enemy of God. Fearing God means we want to be 
His children by having faith in Jesus. Ananias and 
Sapphira lied to God, and their deaths spread fear 
of God through the early church, strengthening 
believers.

• Bibles
• “Ananias and 

Sapphira” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Christ connection
LEADER • Ananias and Sapphira wanted to look generous, 

but they were greedy. The Holy Spirit changes our 
hearts to want to share with those in need because 
Jesus generously gave all He had so we can share in 
His riches and have forgiveness and eternal life.

Giving generously is an honor and a great source 
of joy. God isn’t interested in forcing us to give away 
money that we don’t want to give away. God wants 
us to see the beauty of His generosity and understand 
that He will provide for all our needs. God wants us 
to be generous as the Holy Spirit grows us to be more 
like Jesus. Our generosity should come from our love 
of God and our desire to see His mission fulfilled.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 29, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how the church uses money 
given in offerings. Guide them to discuss how they feel 
about giving money to the church. 

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Play the “All About the Twin Cities” missions 
video.
LEADER • The first churches had a lot to learn about how 

to honor Jesus and do right by others. Ananias and 
Sapphira lied about their gift to the church. They 
needed the Holy Spirit to change their hearts so 
that they would do what is right. For the next few 
sessions, we’re going to learn about two cities in the 
U.S. that need more churches and Christians who 
will help the people living there know Jesus.

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 29, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Partner with Twin 
Cities” missions 
video
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Romans 12:5. Then sing the key passage song.
LEADER • Paul’s letter to the Roman believers contains one 

of the most clear explanations of the gospel. Our key 
passage comes near the end of the Book of Romans, 
where Paul reminds believers what it means to be 
part of the church. The church is united as one body, 
working together for God’s glory and our good. Even 
though individuals are all created uniquely by God 
to be wonderful and special creations, we all work 
together as one church.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God is good to us. He generously sent Jesus to 
rescue us from sin and provide the foundation we 
need to build our lives on. 

Sing together “One Foundation”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for all You do for us. Help us 

to fear You and draw near to You. Give us generous 
hearts that want to see Your mission accomplished in 
the world. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “We Who Are Many 

(Romans 12:5)” song

• “One Foundation” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Ananias and Sapphira
BIBLE PASSAGE: Acts 4–5
STORY POINT: Ananias and Sapphira lied about their gift to the church.
KEY PASSAGE: Romans 12:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere, who gather together in their communities to worship and 
serve God.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Write each word of the key passage on a separate index card.  
Read the key passage through a few times with the kids. 
Then shuffle the cards and challenge the kids to put them 
in the right order. Play again as time allows.
SAY • God wants Christians to live together in community, 

loving and supporting one another. This key passage, 
from Paul’s letter to believers in Rome, helps us 
remember that truth. The church is made up of 
individual Christians, but we need one another in 
the same way a healthy body needs all the individual 
parts of a body. What is the church? The church is 
all Christians everywhere, who gather together in 
their communities to worship and serve God.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Acts 4–5. 
Remind the kids that Acts is in the History division of the 
New Testament. It is the only book in that division. Explain 
that Acts was written by Luke, who also wrote the Gospel of 
Luke. In some ways, Acts is like the sequel to all the gospels, 
but especially to the Gospel of Luke. 

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• markers

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline 

and Map Set 
(005802970, optional)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who sold his land and gave all the money to the 

church? (Joseph, also called Barnabas; Acts 4:36-37)
2. When Ananias and Sapphira sold their land, did they 

give all the money? (No, Acts 5:1-2)
3. Why did Ananias and Sapphira die? (They lied to 

God, Acts 5:3-4, 8-9)
4. Why does God want us to give money to the church? 

Help kids see that God doesn’t need our money. Remind 
them that all of creation belongs to Him. He created 
us and needs nothing from us. Help them see that 
God’s desire for us is to experience the joy that comes 
from generous giving. He allows us to be a part of His 
wonderful mission to save sinners, and He wants us 
to be cheerful in the way we participate, including by 
giving generously. 

5. What are some ways we can give generously? Guide 
kids to think beyond just giving money. Help them think 
about ways they can give time or talent by serving the 
church. Explain that generosity is not about the amount 
you give but the attitude of your heart when you give.

6. Do you think we should give even if we don’t want 
to? Encourage kids to answer this question honestly. 
Remind kids that sometimes the act of giving can help 
change our hearts to want to give. Help them see that 
refusal to give usually reveals sin in their hearts, even 
though not giving isn’t itself sinful.

SAY • Ananias and Sapphira lied about their gift to the 
church. They wanted to appear generous without 
actually allowing the Holy Spirit to make them 
generous. Giving doesn’t save us, and we don’t have 
to give; but when we love God, He helps us want to.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Clothing drive
Guide kids to wrap the boxes and decorate them 

for a clothes drive at your church to collect hats and gloves 
for a homeless shelter in your city or a clothes closet at 
a church. If you live in a city that is warm in the winter, 
collect other appropriate clothing like new t-shirts or 
toiletry supplies. Talk with your church staff about the best 
places in the church to put the collection boxes. Encourage 
kids to bring items for the boxes. If possible, arrange for 
kids to go with you later in the month to deliver the items.
SAY • Winters in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. 

Paul, Minnesota can be very cold and snowy. People 
who don’t have adequate protection from the cold 
can be in real danger when the temperature drops. 
Churches there collect warm clothing to give to 
people who need coats and gloves.

We can live on mission by providing for the people 
who live near us too! We can collect the gear that 
people need here to get through the winter.

OPTION 2: Have to or want to?
Designate one side of the room as “Have to” and the 
other side of the room as “Want to.” You may choose to 
make signs and hang them to help kids remember the two 
options. Give the kids actions they could take and ask them 
to move to the side of the room that represents how they 
feel about the given action; do they have to do it? Or would 
they want to?

Suggested actions:
• clean your room
• eat a candy bar

• large cardboard 
boxes

• wrapping paper
• scissors
• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper (optional)
• marker (optional)
• tape (optional)
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• wash dishes
• fold laundry
• play a game with your friends
• give generously to others
• obey God

SAY • Ananias and Sapphira lied about their gift to the 
church. They probably thought of giving money as 
something they had to do to seem generous. They 
didn’t see it as something they wanted to do out of 
love for God and the church. 

Sometimes we have to do things we may not want 
to do, like chores or schoolwork. When it comes 
to obeying God, the Holy Spirit fills the hearts of 
believers to change them from the inside out. We 
don’t just have to obey God; we get to! Obeying God 
is an honor. His plans are perfect, and even though 
He doesn’t need us for them to work out, He chooses 
to use us!

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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